The third route is to take the Kuranda Range road from the turn off at Smithfield, north of Cairns. Panoramic views out to the Coral Sea are a bonus for travellers, as is the village of Kuranda at journey's end. A journey along the range road to the west takes you through the mountains and rainforest to arrive at the tourist village of Kuranda which is famous for its markets and is also accessible by Skyrail (Cable Car) or the Kuranda Tourist Train. It is then via this road that leads you to the Tropical Tablelands where many activities are available including Hot Air Ballooning, pristine waterfalls and swimming holes to explore as well as an amazing diversity of wildlife.
http://www.mareebaheritagecentre.com.au/mareeba-shire.htm :
The township of Mareeba is an hour's drive up through the Kuranda range road north west of Cairns.
The cableway and scenic railway offer tourists 2 superb routes between Cairns and Kuranda, another is via the winding and scenic Kuranda Range Road.
